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Mentoring Ministry 
Straight Street has worked for years on how to develop an effective mentoring ministry.  As with all of 
the programs at Straight Street, we wait until God provides and confirms new programs.  Over the 
past several months, God has provided a new part time staff person, Jeri Harris, provided a contact 
with a national Christian mentoring ministry and allowed three staff members to attend a national 
training conference.  Now, the work begins. 

There is A LOT of foundational work that needs to be done prior to launching this new ministry.  The 
potential results, based on initial research and planning are exciting.  This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to work closer with churches as we seek mentors from their church and increase our 
prayer support.  Some facts learned from the training are: 

 “A key difference between successful and unsuccessful youth from lower-income urban communities 
was mentoring – the successful ones had mentors, the unsuccessful ones did not.”  Also, “resilient 
children often had at least one significant adult in their lives.” 

According to census information, 1 out of 4 children in the U.S. live in fatherless homes, which means 
at least 24 million children are growing up without the steady, guiding hand of a caring father.  
Fatherlessness is one of the greatest social problems facing our country today. 

One study estimates that, in present value terms, the societal savings that would result from diverting 
one career criminal would be roughly $1.5 million; simply keeping a dropout in school would save 
almost $400,000. 

Please pray about how you, your church and/or company may get involved and help impact the life of 
a child through mentorship.  Over the past 17 years, God has developed and sent amazing 
volunteers gifted for the numerous ministries, from TeenMOPS, our weekend drop in center and also 
the detention home, just to name a few.  We believe God has equipped and will send mentors too. 

As always, your prayers and support are appreciated.  The administration of this new ministry will 
require some volunteers to serve on a prayer team; others will provide office support, training and 
follow-up.  Other volunteers will serve as mentors and provide family support.  We will keep you 
updated as we move forward.  For more information or to get your name on the contact list, please 
call Jeri Harris at 206-7349 or email her at jeri@straightstreet.org.  

James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
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Detention Home Ministry 
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Coyner Springs Detention Home is located just 
outside of Roanoke, in Botetourt County.  
Teenagers from all over the valley are sent 
there from the court system and may serve a 
day or several months.  Straight Street is 
blessed to go weekly and spend time with the 
teens, learn about their life, pray with them and 
share the hope and healing found in Jesus 
Christ.  Enclosed this month are a few of the 
prayer requests received from a recent 
Saturday.  Please pray as we work to increase 
our visits and outreach with the teens at 
Coyner Springs. 

Field of dreams? 
Straight Street adopted Horton Park several 
years ago.  Our responsibility is to help keep 
the park and area clean.  Horton Park is 
located across from the main housing authority 
office and the Lansdowne property, which is 
home to over 1,300 people. 
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After several block parties in the area and fun 
days in the park, we noticed the ball field was 
not being mowed or maintained.  A quick call to 
the city was made and now Straight Street has 
permission to mow and help with repairs. 

It is an amazing park and with the ball field, 
provides a great place for families to play and 
exercise.  This is also a great way for churches 
to help – provide a family fun day at Horton 
Park! 
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Some of the needed repairs will include the 
benches.  If your church would like to help, 
please call or email our office.  We have had 
several people offer to help mow, however, 
more help would be appreciated. 

This is a blessing to be able to help provide the 
community with a place to gather that is clean 
and safe.  As we seek to see Broken Lives 
Restored, pray that this simple park will be a 
place where lives are changed for eternity.


