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Every Child Has A Story - Angel Tree®
For 2.7 million children in the
U.S., that story may be filled with
the abandonment, loneliness, and
shame that come from having a
mom or dad in prison. For many,
it may also include following
their parents down the same
destructive road to incarceration.
Angel Tree®,
a program
of Prison
Fellowship®,
reaches out to
the children of
prisoners and
their families
with the love
of Christ.
This unique
program gives you an opportunity
to share God’s love by helping to
meet the physical, emotional, and
spiritual needs of the families of
prisoners.
If you’re not familiar with Prison
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Fellowship®, it is the nation’s
largest Christian nonprofit serving
prisoners, former prisoners,
and their families, and a leading
advocate for criminal justice
reform. The organization was
founded in 1976 by Charles
Colson, a former aide to President
Nixon who served a sevenmonth sentence for
a Watergate-related
crime. Today, through
an amazing awakening
to new hope and
life purpose, it helps
transform those who
once broke the law,
mobilizing them to serve
their communities and
replace the cycle of
crime with a cycle of renewal.
The Angel Tree® program
serves incarcerated parents by

giving them a pathway to restore
and strengthen relationships
with their children and families.
Every Christmas, Angel Tree®
mobilizes local churches and
organizations to minister to
hundreds of thousands of
children by delivering a gift, the
Gospel message, and a personal
message of love on
behalf of their mom or
dad behind bars. In
addition, many of the
partners help to meet
the physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs
of prisoners’ families
through year-round
ministry such as summer
camps and mentoring.
This month, we highlight how
you can be a part of this vital
ministry at Straight Street.

Every Christmas in all 50
states, Angel Tree® mobilizes
churches to minister to hundreds
of thousands of children by
delivering a gift and the gospel
message on behalf of their
incarcerated parents. Last year,
the program provided more than
300,000 children with Christmas
gifts. Since 1982, Angel Tree®
has delivered more than 10
million gifts to children on behalf
of nearly 4.2 million imprisoned
parents.
Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree®
is the only nationwide, yearround program that reaches
out exclusively to children

who have a parent in prison.
Through collaborations with
local churches and community
organizations, hundreds of
thousands of children receive
a gift each Christmas on behalf
of their incarcerated parents.

History of Angel Tree® Program

(Continued on page 2)

Wells Fargo Employees Wrapping Presents
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Angel Tree® Program History (cont.)

(Continued from page 1)

Upcoming Events
Thursday, June 8

Monthly Downtown Prayer
Lunch at 12:00 noon

Saturday, June 10

Youth Night at Straight Street
6 pm - 9 pm

Monday, June 12

TeenMOPS at Straight Street
6:30 pm - 9 pm

Saturday, June 17

Youth Night at Straight Street
6 pm - 9 pm

Sunday, June 18
Father’s Day

Monday, May 19
NO TeenMOPS

Saturday, June 24

Youth Night at Straight Street
6 pm - 9 pm

Monday, June 26

TeenMOPS at Straight Street
6:30 pm - 9 pm

Saturday, July 1

A handbook is available which
Every Christmas, thousands of
offers a variety of ministry ideas,
churches like yours help brighten programs, and resources that
the lives of countless children
can help you answer God’s call
through Angel Tree®. Purchasing, to deepen your ministry towards
wrapping, and
families with an
delivering gifts
incarcerated parent.
to prisoners’
Inmates are already
children on their
beginning to sign up
parents’ behalf
their children to receive
creates an
a Christmas gift this
opportunity to
December on their
not only share
behalf and sponsors
a message of
are then found who
love from parent
live in the vicinity of the
to child, but
Northern VA Angel Tree® Helpers Caregiver.
also the true
After you sign up
meaning of Christmas—the Good to be a sponsor, you will receive
News of Jesus Christ. Angel
an Angel tag which will contain
Tree® doesn’t have to end with
the first name, age, gender
Christmas; that first Christmas
and desired gift category. As
connection can be the beginning
a sponsor, your commitment is
of a rewarding, ongoing
to purchase the gift (suggested
relationship with these children
$20 value), wrap and return the
and their families.
gift to Straight Street sometime
Continue your Angel Tree
by December 8th. You can
ministry throughout the year and
be further involved by hosting
God will use your church to help
an Angel Tree Party at your
these children and their families
church for several families. For
grow in their faith, strengthen
questions or to sponsor children
their family relationships, and
please contact Jeri Harris, Area
fulfill the purposes that God has
Coordinator, at 342-4971 or
for their lives. There are many
jeri@straightstreet.org. Thank
opportunities to reach out to
you for making a difference this
these families and enfold them in Christmas.
the life of your church.

Youth Night at Straight Street
6 pm - 9 pm

Monday, July 3
NO TeenMOPS

P artner with S traight S treet :
Give on-line:
Visit www.straightstreet.org and
click on the donations page.
Mail donations:
Straight Street
PO Box 11411
Roanoke, VA 24022-1411

Volunteer:
Email keith@straightstreet.org

People of all ages can help deliver gifts!
Wells Fargo Employees Wrapping Presents

For more information on the Angel Tree®
program, visit www.angeltree.org

Straight Street

Angel Tree® Mentoring Program

The Angel Tree® Prison Fellowship® program seeks individuals who will mentor a child between the
ages of 11 and 16 . Mentors are matched with a child/teen that they will spend time with on a weekly
basis. As they are developing a trusted relationship with the child, they are also encouraging them to
make good choices as well as sharing the gospel and truths of the Bible as opportunities arise. The
weekly time allotted depends on the schedule of the child and the Mentor.
Mentors and their youth can do all kinds of things together. They can go to concerts, sporting
events, amusement parks, or the swimming pool. They can fly kites, build model airplanes, take a
karate class together, have a Bible study, go out to eat, or do a community service project. And most
important, they get to know each other—by watching, talking, and listening.
Our goal is that more people will be interested in helping on the PREVENTIVE side, as Mentoring
has shown to be extremely successful in lowering drop out rates, drug and alcohol usage and
entering a life of crime. (70 % of children who have had a parent incarcerated will go to prison
sometime in their life).
We match Mentors with students who are part of the Angel Tree®
program in the Roanoke Valley, but some mentoring is also done with
students who are involved in other ways with Straight Street.
The application for Mentoring can be found under the Links at
straightstreet.org. Paper applications are also available by contacting
Jeri Harris. All applicants are interviewed and given both background
and DMV checks. Our Mentoring program requires a 3-hour initial
training, held locally, partnering with Christian Association of Youth
Mentoring (CAYM).
We are currently in need of both male and female Mentors as we do
have a waiting list.
Contact Jeri Harris at 540-206-7349 or jeri @straightstreet.org for
Mentor match at the Kite Festival
more information or to sign up.

A Fresh Coat of Paint And a Time to Refresh

We are so thankful for the help from PPG Paint
Products and Custer’s Painting as they recently
repainted the diner floor. After 10 years with
thousands of people and lots of spills on it, the
floor was ready for a fresh coat of white paint
to get ready for many more years to come.
With the floors being wet, Straight Street was
closed for two weekends. This gave our staff
and leaders time to rest and get ready for a
busy summer!

A Saturday night in May - grilling hot dogs
and Pastor Ben sharing with the youth.

Get Involved

in

Angel Tree®

We are there when life hurts

When mom or dad is in prison, their children are often the silent
sufferers. You can let them know they aren’t forgotten. Give the child
of a prisoner the joy of Christmas this year.

We Need Volunteers To:
•

Contact families for their
children’s gift wishes.
• Buy and wrap Christmas gifts.
• Deliver gifts to children.
• Share the Gospel with the
children. Every child also
receives an age-appropriate
presentation of the Gospel
Church members get ready to deliver
Angel Tree® gifts to children
message—the true meaning
of Christmas.
And when Christmas is over, you’ll enjoy opportunities to continue
to minister to these families year-round. This includes the Mentoring
program, provided through Straight Street.
Contact Jeri Harris at 540-206-7349 or jeri@straightstreet.org for
more information and for the next available training dates. Mentors
are matched by gender, availability and location and there is currently
a waiting list of students.

Mark your calendars!
Saturday,
September 9, 2017
Straight Street
www.r4tl.com

